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Protecting rule of law spurs justices’ new alliance

By Chief Justice Mark E.
Recktenwald (Ret.)

he Bill of Rights was
I ratified on December

15, 1791, to “extend][]
the ground of public confi-
dence in the Government”
and prevent abuse of its
power. It enshrined civil lib-
erties that are now funda-
mental to our American
identity.

Yet today, we are facing
unprecedented challenges
to the rule of law in our na-
tion. The rule of law is more
than an abstraction. It is the
bedrock upon which our
justice system is built, and

guarantees that
all people will be
treated fairly
when they come
before the courts.
The recent at-
tacks on the rule
of law are deeply
troubling, be-
cause they erode
public confidence
in a legal system
that has served
our nation well for
nearly 250 years.
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impeached, to
punishing per-
ceived enemies
by pursing crim-
inal prosecu-
tions, to
sanctioning law
firms who repre-
sent disfavored
clients, and po-
tentially defying
court orders.
None of this is
normal — nor
should it be.

They range from describing
judges who rule against the
government as “Radical Left
Lunatic[s],” who are
“crooked” and should be

As the chief justice of the
Hawaii Supreme Court for
15 years, I saw firsthand
how the justice system is
supposed to work. Our
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courts make decisions
based on the law and facts
of each case, regardless of
the wealth, popularity or
political affiliation of the
parties — providing justice
to thousands of people each
year. This is because we
have independent judges
who call it like they see it,
and lawyers who aren’t
afraid to take on unpopular
clients.

To preserve this system,
we must fiercely protect the
values that are embodied in
the United States and Ha-
waii constitutions. With the
rule of law hanging in the
balance, and the power of

the government being used
to punish those who dis-
agree or dissent, your voice
matters more than ever.

The constitution cannot
speak up for itself. So, if
Americans who value their
justice system don’t defend
it — then who will?

Now that I have retired
from the bench, I feel com-
pelled to speak out about
threats to the integrity and
fairness of the judicial sys-
tem. [ am joining more than
45 other former chief jus-
tices to form the Alliance of
Former Chief Justices, so we
can speak with one voice
about the importance of

protecting the rule of law.
We have chosen today —
Bill of Rights Day — to an-
nounce that effort. We are
working with Keep Our Re-
public, a nonpartisan civic
education organization
(https://keepourrepublic.
org), to get the word out
about our work.

[ urge you to join us in
voicing your support of the
rule of law. The freedoms
set forth in the constitution
are precious, but their sur-
vival is not a given. It is only
with our collective vigilance
that they will continue to
protect us for another 250
years.
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