
AJS NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Judicial Independence in an Age of Political Polarization

November 21-24, 2021
Sheraton Waikiki Hotel

Honolulu, Hawaii

GENERAL SESSION 3
Confidence in the Courts, Judicial Ethics and Accountability

Presenter: Cynthia Gray
Director of the Center for Judicial Ethics at the National Center 

for State Courts, Williamsburg, Virginia

Amidst the prevailing political winds, how can confidence in a 
fair and impartial judicial system and judicial independence 

continue or be restored?
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CONFIDENCE IN THE COURTS, JUDICIAL 
ETHICS, AND ACCOUNTABILITY

AJS NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2021

Cynthia Gray

Judges’ adherence to ethical standards

Public confidence in the judiciary

Public deference to judicial decisions
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Public deference to judicial decisions

Public confidence in the judiciary

Judges’ adherence to ethical standards
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CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Appearance of impropriety

Review and revise

Judicial ethics advisory committees

JUDICIAL DISCIPLINE AND 
PUBLIC CONFIDENCE

Ensure high standards of conduct

Deter misconduct

Reassure public
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127 PUBLIC CASES IN 2020

11 removals
5 former judges barred from office
1 retirement for disability
13 agreements to leave office in lieu 
of discipline

127 PUBLIC CASES IN 2020

7 suspensions without pay
85 censures, reprimands, 
admonitions, warnings 
3 bar discipline
2 findings of misconduct
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Public confidence in judicial discipline 
system

Public confidence in the judiciary

3 REASONS FOR LACK OF 
CONFIDENCE

Dismissal rates

Confidentiality

Private discipline
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Public  disclosure

Public confidence in judicial discipline 
systems
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3 REASONS FOR LACK OF 
CONFIDENCE

Number of dismissals

Confidentiality

Private discipline
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Anonymous complaints

Code of ethics for commission members

Review  of rules and policies
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