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Political pressure on the courts is abundantly evident from
elections of state court judges and campaign contributions to
cutbacks in court budgets. We will hear about various judicial
selection and retention models, issues and trends in campaign

finance and ethics, current budgetary issues, and the
implications for judicial independence.
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Judicial Selection: State Supreme Courts
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Judicial Selection in Hawaii
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Comparative Analysis

O fdiel ssletimmehads

BRENNAN
CENTER
FORJUSTICE

Contested Elections
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Million Dollar Courts
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- In 1999, 7 states had

a sitting justice
involved in a $1
million race. In 2016,
20 states did.

. Over a third of all

sitfting justices in
election states have
been involved in a

million dollar
election.

Influx of Secret Money

Transparency of Spending by Outside Groups
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Misleading Attacks
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Merit Selection
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Recent Challenges for Merit Selection Systems
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Gubernatorial Appointment
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Legislative Appointment
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Judicial Selection & Diversity on
the Bench
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People of Color as a Percentage of All
Initially Appointed or Elected Justices, by
Time Period

Initially appointed justices —
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Racial Disparities in Judicial Elections

Figure 14: Success Rates Among Challengers and Open
Seat Candid in Court Electi 2000-2016 Figure 18: Average Non-Incumbent Fundraising, 2000-2016

pi

B candidates of Color White Candidates

M Candidates of Color 36%
. " $584,288
White Candidates
$587,265 $314,403
19% Figure 15: Proportion of Incumbents Who Faced a
Challenger, 2000-2016 $154,815
14%
Challengers Open Seat Candidates
3% White Female Incumbents 65% All monetary amounts are adjusted to 2016 dollars.
_- Female Incumbents of Color | 71%
Challengers Open Seat Candidates

Male Incumbents of Color 77%

Data excludes retention elections.

12/6/2021



12/6/2021

Recent Trends
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Efforts to Weaken Nominating Commissions
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ntana law upheld allowing governor to appoint judges

lowa governor gets more power over selection of Supreme Court judges

I‘e control over the
erior Court judges

Assemt

Governor poised 10 gaité m
appointment of Lake Sup
BRENNA.Y

CENTER
FORJUSTICE




Move to Partisan Elections

Gov. Mike DeWine signs bill creating
partisan races for state's top court

N.C. House overrides Cooper’s veto of bill making
judicial elections partisan again
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Best Practices
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Mechanisms to Address Reselection Pressure
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JAp(!o_ointments: Adopt Best Practices to Promote
u

icial Diversity
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Appointments: JNC Structure
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